	2-LS4-1, Make observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life in different habitats
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls4-1-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
The materials/lessons/activities outlined in this article are just one step toward reaching the Performance Expectations listed below. Additional supporting materials/lessons/activities will be required.

	Performance Expectation
	Connections to Classroom Activity
Students:

	2-LS4-1: Make observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life in different habitats.
	· Students will be exploring different habitats through both through informational text and local observations. For each habitat, animals and plants will be compared and contrasted to examine biodiversity.

	Science and Engineering Practices
	

	Engaging in Argument from Evidence

Obtaining, Evaluating and Communicating Information


	· Students will be making scientific claims supported by evidence and reasoning in their writings.
· Students will be reading and analyzing informational text, discussing findings with their peers and writing informational text to communicate their knowledge about animals in different habitats.

	Disciplinary Core Idea
	

	LS4.D: Biodiversity and Humans 
· There are many different kinds of living things in any area, and they exist in different places on land and in water.

	· Students will be reading informational texts about different habitats. 
· For each habitat, students will be recording the types of plants and animals that live in each. 
· Students will also be making claims, supported by evidence and reasoning, regarding why animals can live in certain habitats


	Crosscutting Concepts
	

	Patterns


	· Students observe the patterns of animals and plants that live in various habitats. 



